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Michael Rohr, Udo Gersemsky, Wolfgang Krebs, 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.51, 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit herewith 
patents, publications or other information listed on attached Form PTO-1449 for 
consideration by the Examiner in connection with examination of the present application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that 
any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention 
unless specifically designated as such. 

Under 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

The Examiner is kindly requested to consider the United States patent and foreign 
patent publication listed on the attached PTO-1449 Form during the examination of the 
above-identified application, making the references of record, and to return an initialed copy 
of the PTO-1449 Form to the undersigned attorney. 

Patent Publication DE 1 819 497 was cited in an Examination Report in a 
corresponding German patent application, but was not applied to the claims. A copy of 
Patent Publication DE 1 819 497 is attached hereto. 
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An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL ROHR, UDO GERSEMSKY, 

WOLFGANG KREBS, 

ANTON MUNZEBROCK, 

RUDIGER OSTHOLT, GIULIANO PERSICO, 

ERIK APPEL, OLIVER ULLRICH, 

BURKHARD HASENACK, 

HOLGER FREITAG and JURGEN HEUN 



By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn 



Dated: January 6, 2005. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance 
with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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